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Memorandum of Understanding between University Partners of the Center for Tire Research (CENTIRE) 
This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is made this day of ____________ by and between Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (hereinafter called “VT” or "Virginia Tech") and the University of Akron (hereinafter called "UA";  VT and UA hereinafter called “INSTITUTIONS”) for the purposes of participating in the Center for Tire Research (“CENTIRE”) which is defined as all CENTIRE Research Sites funded by the Industry/University Cooperative Research Center Program of the National Science Foundation.
It is understood that (i) UA is a partner of this multi-site research center, (ii) membership fees will be collected by VT  just to streamline the process, (iii) the Industrial Advisory Board of the CENTIRE, working with faculty from the INSTITUTIONS and NSF will make the determination of which projects will be funded in the current fiscal year, (iv) the funds will be distributed according to chosen projects, that is, the funds for UA projects will be transferred to UA from VT in the form most suitable to avoid any additional administrative costs imposed by UA, and (v) the maximum funds allocated to each project cannot exceed $35,000 per year. 
Technology transfer is viewed as one of the benefits of membership in the CENTIRE. Since the CENTIRE is a consortium of several universities aided by industrial sponsors, this memorandum of understanding is aimed at defining the basic agreement for handling the ownership and administration of intellectual property derived from CENTIRE research activities, as described below.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Ownership. Where all the inventors/creators are employees of one Institution, ownership of intellectual property, regardless of form, shall be in that INSTITUTION. Where the inventors/creators are employees of more than one INSTITUTION, ownership shall be jointly held by those INSTITUTIONS. Ownership is subject to license rights provided to other INSTITUTIONS, as further specified below. The owning party(ies) are responsible for compliance with any relevant Government regulations regarding disclosure, election of title, and licensing of intellectual property resulting from Federal sponsorship.
	Administration. For purposes of this agreement, “intellectual property” shall include (1) potentially patentable inventions that are conceived during the performance of CENTIRE-sponsored research activity, and (2) copyrighted computer software that is specified as a deliverable item in a CENTIRE-sponsored research activity.
	(1)  Inventions and patents. All inventors/creators of potentially patentable inventions are required to make prompt disclosure of such intellectual property to the appropriate “administrative unit or agent” of the respective inventors/creators INSTITUTION(s). This office (these offices) will in turn promptly notify each INSTITUTION of the disclosure, which shall be treated as confidential information until such time as a patent application is filed or a decision is made not to file.
	The INSTITUTION(s) shall decide in which countries to seek patent protection, and shall file for such protection, prosecution and maintenance in accordance with the INSTITUTION(s) policy. Each INSTITUTION  shall have a royalty-free, non-exclusive, worldwide license, for their own academic, research or internal business purposes
	(2) Copyrighted software. All INSTITUTIONS shall have a royalty-free, non-exclusive, worldwide license to use any copyrighted software for their own academic, research or internal business purposes.
	Publications. The CENTIRE encourages publications of research results subject only to protection of intellectual property contained in such publications. Publication delays are limited to 90 days.
	Revenue Stream. Should revenue result from intellectual property developed by INSTITUTIONS, distribution of the revenue shall be in accordance with the policies of the inventing INSTITUTIONS
	Obligations to Industrial Sponsors. INSTITUTIONS appoint Virginia Tech as their agent for the purpose of entering into agreements with CENTIRE Industrial Members (“MEMBERS”)in accordance with the terms of the attached CENTIRE-Industry/University Cooperative Research Center Agreement. Members agree to provide research results to MEMBERS in accordance with Paragraph C, to comply with publication provisions of Paragraph E, and to make inventions and copyrighted works available to MEMBERS pursuant to Paragraphs F and G.
	Execution. This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, all of which taken together shall constitute a single, legally binding contract.

Virginia Tech	              				The University of Akron

_____________________________			_______________________________
  Name: Dr. Robert Walters				Name:  
  Title: Vice President for Research			Title:   
  Date: 							Date:
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